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Welcome to the spring 
edition of One Family. 

Spring is a time of new life, both in the growth in our gar-
dens and parks and in terms of the celebration of Easter 
and the resurrection of Jesus. As we reflect on the Easter 
journey, we often skip over Easter Saturday – a day not 
marked with any particular poignancy, yet a day which 
speaks powerfully to us in our time of continued waiting 
and lockdown in the UK.

Many times in the Gospels, we hear Jesus speaking to 
his disciples, saying “my hour has not yet come” (John 
2:4). God’s plan for salvation had not yet come and the 
world was holding its breath and waiting. Even once the 
hour had come and Jesus died on the cross, the disci-
ples waited on that second day, Saturday, in between 
death and new life. 

We are in a time of waiting. We wait for lockdown to be 
eased. We wait for the day when we can gather again in 
church and worship together. We wait for the day when 
we can be reunited with family, with friends and with one 
another. Ultimately, we wait for Jesus’ return in glory.

In the same way that God uses times of waiting in 
scripture to reveal his miraculous power and to grow his 
people, we are to wait with expectation of God’s resur-
rection power at work in us. St Paul closes his first letter 
to the Thessalonians writing “the one who calls you is 
faithful and he will do it!” Our waiting will end – the ques-
tion is whether we have allowed God to use this time 
to refine us, speak to us, grow us and work through us. 

 
David Walker
Vicar of Greyfriars and New Hope
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A New Season 
at New Hope
Joy Atkins tells us about an emerging vision

In January 2020 New Hope held a week of 
prayer and fasting, thanking God for almost 20 
years of wonderful community outreach and 
seeking him for direction for the next season. 
What we collectively sensed God saying was 
a bit of a surprise at the time: “come and sit 
with me for a while; don’t strive, just be still 
and wait on me.” Of course, a few months later 
this made perfect sense as Covid-19 reached 

the UK and brought lockdown with it. Over the 
last year we have continued prayerfully to wait 
on God. It has been a time of being fallow, our 
old and “usual” way of life uprooted by the 
pandemic, but through that sometimes painful 
process new seeds have been planted.

We have listened in prayer and looked 
at some of the passages God seemed to be 
directing us towards: the letters to the early 
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churches in Revelation 1–3; the key passages 
which underpin the practices and values of the 
monastic community who founded our church; 
and recently the letter to the Philippians, 
which again unpacks the core foundations for 
a healthy church to grow in. All of these ways 
of listening have brought us to some sense of 
direction and priorities for the season ahead, 
when we will be able to open the community 
centre and church again.

VISION: REACHING UP 
AND REACHING OUT
New Hope was planted in the parish by 
Greyfriars with the incarnational mission 
statement to be “IN the community, FOR the 
community”. While that missional focus lies at 
the heart of our life as a church, we recognise 
it is harder now than before to live in the area 
due to rising house prices. As an expression 
of both our discipleship and outreach we’ve 
come up with a new mission statement for 
New Hope which fits under the overarching 
vision to see Reading transformed by the love 
and power of Jesus. Just as Greyfriars seeks 
to Equip, Resource and Reach Out, New Hope 
is focused on Reaching Up and Reaching Out. 

All our community groups and events need to 
come out of the overflow of our own relation-
ship with God.

BUILDING: DEVELOPING 
OUR SITE TO BE MORE 
COMMUNITY FOCUSED
Two potential ideas for the use of our com-
munity centre building also came through the 
year-long prayer filtering process. We are now 
looking at making our top floor rooms into a 
fully equipped wellbeing support suite: space 
for counselling, therapeutic services, Christian 
Mindfulness courses and other support 
groups, as well as our own opportunities for 
pastoral care and prayer. Our hope is to make 
our top floor space more usable and to give it 
a targeted, “fit for purpose” feel.

More radically, we have been exploring how 
we utilise the opportunity the ground floor 
gives us to be much more present, open and 
inviting to the community by seeking to use 
the space at street level for something that 
acts as a hub and meets a community need. 
This is still very much a work in progress, 
but the idea for a soft play café came out of 
a number of different community groups we 
already run in that space around refreshments 
and children’s activities. So we are consider-
ing putting in a soft play area and opening 
a full-time café on the ground floor. There 
are complications as well as costs involved 
in this possible way forward, but with further 
discussions at PCC and a bit of fundraising we 
hope to be able to firm up this idea and begin 
to make some changes later this year.

Pray that God would show us the good way 
ahead, and that we would walk in it.

Stand at the crossroads 
and look; ask for the 
ancient paths, ask 
where the good way is 
and walk in it, then you 
will find rest for your 
souls. — Jeremiah 6:16
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Caring for 
the flock
David Walker challenges us 
to reach out to one another

people through preaching, teaching, pastoral 
care and prayer is the foundation of our vision 
as a church “to see Reading transformed by 
the love and power of Jesus”.

Part of the responsibility to equip and care 
for the flock lies with me as the Vicar, with Joy 
Atkins as the Associate Vicar at New Hope, 
and with the team. It is partly for this reason we 
are recruiting an Associate Vicar at Greyfriars, 
to help oversee and care for the flock. 

The responsibility to care for one another is 
also part of our individual call as Christians to 
love one another.

Can I encourage you to think of six people 
who you know at Greyfriars or New Hope and 
to give them a call over the coming days? It 
might be people in your small group, but it 
might be someone you used to say hello to 
in our services, but haven’t seen for a year. 
Together let’s follow Jesus’ words to care for 
one another as we continue to navigate these 
challenging times.

Over the last year many people have asked 
me, “How are the flock at Greyfriars and New 
Hope?” My reply has been that it is hard to say 
because we can neither hear nor see the flock 
at the moment!

My own personal call to the ministry is 
rooted in a love for God and a love for people. 
Whilst it has been possible to grow in my love 
for God over the last year, it has been much 
harder to connect with and care for our com-
munity. Most of us have felt poorer because 
we haven’t been able to meet together, pray 
together in person, laugh together and cry 
together.

When I visited Israel a few years ago, of all 
the places I visited, the most significant was 
the beach beside Lake Galilee where the 
resurrected Jesus redeemed Peter as they 
ate together and walked along the beach, 
instructing Peter to “feed my lambs”, “take 
care of my sheep”, and “feed my sheep”.

These words remind me of the importance 
of pastoral care and discipleship. Equipping 



In the light of Greyfriars’ role as a Resourcing Hub in the Oxford 
Diocese, it has been recognised that as we seek to humbly 
and generously give people, resources and money to other 
churches, we need to be sure that it is not at the expense of 
caring for and growing our own congregation.

With increasing demand being placed on our vicar, David 
Walker, the Diocese of Oxford has agreed to majority fund a 
new role (Associate Vicar of Greyfriars) which will help support 
the pastoral work and discipleship of the congregations at 
Greyfriars.

This new role will work closely with David and Joy (the 
Associate Vicar of New Hope) to ensure that we can all grow 
in our faith together. The role has been advertised since 
February this year and it is hoped that the new Associate Vicar 
of Greyfriars will be appointed before Easter, starting in post in 
late spring/early summer.

Please join us in praying for this new role and for the 
individual who will take up the post this summer.

Associate Vicar
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Redevelopment 
update
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‘Are we nearly there yet?’ 

A frequently heard question, if in rather 
different circumstances. But for Phase 1 of our 
redevelopment the answer is a resounding 
“yes”.

If you have been reading the updates on 
the Greyfriars website, you will have seen 
that the structure of the new Atrium areas 
on the west and north sides of the church is 
in place, and that the new main doorway into 
the church has been opened up under the 
West Window. Of course there is a lot still to 
do, but we are expecting work (other than final 
fitting out of the Bookshop and Coffee Shop) 
to be completed around the end of June. 
Meanwhile the renovation of 2/4 Sackville 
Street into offices has moved ahead rapidly 
and is due to be completed by the end of 
April, ahead of the rest of Phase 1.

In parallel with all this, a great deal of work 
has been done on the design of Phase 2 – the 
replacement of the Centre, with a link up to 
the church. It became clear last summer that 

the stone-clad design previously approved 
by Reading Borough Council was likely to be 
inordinately expensive and that we needed 
to move to a wholly or largely brick-clad 
exterior. Following an intensive dialogue with 
RBC planning staff, a revised design was 
agreed at the end of January and on 3 March 
the RBC Planning Committee resolved to 
grant planning consent. In anticipation of this 
approval, Phase 2 work packages are already 
being tendered by Ash Contracting so that we 
should have confirmation of costs by Easter.

More details on the remaining funding need 
for Phase 2 will be provided separately, but 
the short answer is that based on current cost 
estimates we are almost there – but not quite.

Our aim is for Phase 2 to follow on directly 
from Phase 1. So far so good. Keep praying!

The church website is being kept up-to-
date with progress reports and images, 
so please check it out regularly.
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Welcome to 
the Atrium!
Chris and Helen Tinker let us know what we can expect

The new Atrium promises to be an open, wel-
coming space, visible to the town of Reading.

It is designed to provide a safe, multi-func-
tional social space for people of all ages and 
stages.

This new building wraps around the west 
of the church from the South Door right up 
the two Sackville Street houses next to the 
Memorial Hall. It is a unified area with no small 

corridors or out of the way rooms. It will be 
easy to buy a coffee or a book and to find a 
spot to enjoy them.

There are three external entrances: one 
from the south leading from Friar Street into 
the Coffee Shop area, one from the north 
leading down to the Centre and then the main 
doors, which are set opposite the new West 
Wall doors into the church itself.

During the week the central Atrium fellowship space will be furnished. Seating will be moved back or 
removed at busy times.
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You will see that above the doors is a large 
glass roof well, which will flood the area with 
light and allow us to view the beautiful stained 
glass West Window.

The informal seating provides a focal point 
in the centre of the Atrium. This is a flexible 
space with furniture that is easy to move 
according to what is needed.

The wooden effect oak floor creates an 
atmosphere of warmth and contrasts beau-
tifully with the original exposed flint walls. 
Flanking the internal church doors we have the 
Coffee Shop, Bookshop and Reception Desk.

The Coffee Shop will serve drinks, soups, 
light snacks and cakes. The aim is to offer good 
quality refreshments at reasonable prices.

The Coffee Shop counter will be easily visible and accessible from Friar Street and provide an excellent 
bridge into the local community. 

The different seating areas allow for working 
space, meeting up with friends, church 
meetings and evening events such as games 
evenings. Larger tables are placed near TV 
displays throughout the space to enable us 
to host events such as Alpha or the Marriage 

Course. The counter and adjoining shelving 
also have space to display other goods like 
travel mugs, local books of interest, cards and 
so on.

Please do pray for the appointment of the 
Coffee Shop manager.
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Again, the Bookshop will have a much 
higher visibility and profile than before. The 
Bookshop till point will be alongside the 
reception desk and there will be more book 
shelf space spread out across the area.

The aim is to carry a wider stock range. 
We have visited other bookshops and gained 
inspiration from them. There is a wealth of 
good quality Christian arts and crafts, station-
ery and gifts to display alongside books and 
Bibles.

Please do pray for the appointment of the 
Bookshop manager.

Adjacent to the Bookshop is an area for 
small children with appropriate seating, toys 
and books. There is plenty of seating nearby 
for parents and carers to keep a close eye!

‘A transparent and 
lovely space to 

gather and to serve 
those from our 

local community’

Image showing the Bookshop with books, cards and goods displayed both in the Atrium and down the 
side of the Northern Link Block.

Another exciting new development will 
be space for displaying artwork both against 
the glass wall and on the shelving wrapped 
around the internal columns. We will be able 
to showcase and sell creative works from local 
Christian artists.
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The Memorial Hall door and Vestry door can 
be accessed from the northern end of the Link 
but of course will be secured and off limits to 
the public. The other door you can see here 
is from the church and will allow easy access 
to the new toilet block just around the corner. 
There will be more toilets than before with 
disabled and baby change facilities.

The whole area is designed with the disa-
bled in mind and has ramps where needed. 
This extends to a platform lift to access the 
upper floors of Sackville Street offices.

Finally, this area has an enclosed outside 
space – a little garden oasis with seats for 
sunny days. There will be a new garden 
room initially to act as storage until Phase 2 
is complete.

Beyond the toilets we come to the two 
refurbished Sackville Street houses which 
have been knocked into one. At ground 

level there will be a permanent dedicated 
Prayer Room, which again is an exciting new 
development.

The two upper floors will be given over to 
office space. Initially this will be used by the 
staff team while the Centre is being rebuilt.

Once Phase 2 is complete this space will 
be offered as a working hub for local charities. 
There will be separate access from Sackville 
Street as well as the link to the Atrium.

Together, all of this leads to exciting new 
mission opportunities as well as possibilities 
for building on what we already do. It will be 
a transparent and lovely space for our church 
family to gather as well as to serve and draw 
in those from our local community.

 This is the view looking back to the church along the Northern Link from the new toilet block situated 
to the rear of the Sackville Street houses. 



JOHN

is closed. Our in-person gatherings are not 
just a nice optional extra to what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus. We are embodied 
people – body, mind and soul all as one – 
called to be united with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ in embodied, physical ways. 
That’s why the early church was marked out 
by their physical presence together: “Every 
day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts” (Acts 2:46). That’s why the 
writer of Hebrews encourages us to “not 
[give] up meeting together” (Hebrews 10:25). 
It’s why at the heart of Christian worship 
is the act of eating and drinking bread and 
wine together – a thoroughly physical act.

So no, church is not closed. But it is 
not quite as it should be. We are missing 
something important, and profound, and 
beautiful. But we won’t be missing it forever. 
God willing, we’ll be back together soon, 
just as we were meant to be. Bring it on!

I imagine most of you can guess how 
I’m going to answer this question: no, of 
course church isn’t closed. Church is not 
just a building, or an event, but the people 
of God. We’re the church when we gather 
and we’re still the church when we’re 
scattered.

More than that, online church is church, 
even if it isn’t church as we might want 
it. When we gather in whatever way we 
can on Sunday, in our Small Groups, and 
increasingly one-to-one as restrictions allow, 
we are united by the Spirit as one body, even 
though we’re physically separated. And God 
is able to use – and has been using – our 
online meetings to reach more people in 
ways Greyfriars and New Hope never would 
have done otherwise. Church certainly is not 
closed – it is alive and well and at work in 
ways like never before.

But there is another side to this coin. 
Because in some significant ways, church 

A Curated 
Conversation 
In the second part of this 
series our curates ponder the 
question “Is church closed?”

14 NEW HOPE · GREYFRIARS
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and vulnerability becomes crystal clear 
over this year where we are determined to 
connect, to pray and to share God’s love.

The challenge we have been offered by 
the pandemic battering us and separating 
us out is to assess how effective we are 
as a movement of love. Whether we meet 
together in a building or we are separated 
by land and water, or by life and death, 
or by a virus that keeps us housebound, 
we were called to love God and love our 
neighbour, and to love ourselves as God 
made us too. How faithful are we to this 
mission?

Are we hope made flesh for the people 
around us? Are we love as we smile at our 
neighbours? Are we joy even through our 
own tears? For me this is the gospel story. 
This pandemic will make clear who we are 
and where we place our hope, and it will 
show that love marches on as the gospel 
story is revealed in this generation afresh. 
Much love to you!

The Leighton Park School educated 
missionary Lesslie Newbigin once wrote: 
“a community of people that, in the midst 
of all the pain and sorrow… in the world, is 
continually praising God is the first obvious 
result of living by another story than the 
one the world lives by.”

We, as the church, live within the gospel 
narrative of love, so the question is: “are 
WE closed to love at the moment? Have 
we shut up our relationships because we 
are shut in our houses? Have we closed 
fellowship or are we finding ways to 
connect?”

We each get to decide the answer of 
how we live, how we might praise through 
the heartache and how we are therefore 
“being church” in this season. I pray that, 
as a countercultural movement expressing 
God’s love, we may be aware of the beauty 
of relationship and the importance of shar-
ing life even more acutely as the pandemic 
keeps us separated. Our lovely fragility 
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Bible in 
One Year
This year it has been great 
to read the Bible in One 
Year together as a church. 

So many of you have downloaded the app 
and begun this journey of reading God’s 
word together each day. With a new express 
version and a youth version alongside the 
classic commentary, it is easier than ever to 
get involved. 

There are so many stories of how God is 
speaking through the daily reading. Here are 
just a few:

SIMON
After a few days being in a bit of a funk, I 
opened a reading entitled “How to Make 
the Most of Your Life”. I was reminded that 
life is an extraordinary gift and God wants 
us to make the most of it. The reading from 
Proverbs was a call to keep self-discipline and 
to wisdom in the use of our time and money. 
God knows our hearts and has spoken His 
love, discipline and regulation into the funk of 
the last few days.

RUTH 
“I’ve been struggling with waiting during 
this lockdown and trusting in God’s timing. 
Reading Psalm 13 for the Bible in One Year 
really reminded me that God has a plan for my 
life, and everything will happen in his perfect 
timing.”

JOHN
As I read this month: “Even the tax collectors 
and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of 
God ahead of you,” I was reminded of the 
grace of God who calls the outcast and lifts up 
the broken. God has been reminding me that it 
doesn’t matter what we know, who we are or 
what we’ve done, God simply desires our hearts. 

16 NEW HOPE · GREYFRIARS
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If you would like to join us 
on this journey, it’s never 

too late to start. Download 
the app or buy the book at 

greyfriars.org.uk/BIOY

JANE
Despite my good intentions, when I get 
behind, which I frequently do, the reading 
for that day is always spot on. It has been 
amazing how it has spoken directly into my 
home or work situation, about how I relate and 
speak to people and when I feel completely 
overwhelmed, when everything feels out of 
control. God’s timing is amazing.  

Set in the heart of Reading’s town centre, just a six-minute walk to Reading Station, 
Greyfriars Nursery is based in a former vicarage with a beautiful big garden, offering an 

attractive and homely environment for children aged three months to five years.

Greyfriars Day Nursery, 64 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1EH
greyfriarsnursery.co.uk · 0118 958 9558 · info@greyfriarsnursery.co.uk

http://greyfriars.org.uk/BIOY
http://greyfriarsnursery.co.uk
mailto:info@greyfriarsnursery.co.uk
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Since arriving in Whitley in September, we 
have spent much of our time as a family, like 
the rest of you all, in lockdown whilst trying to 
build new relationships, along with work and 
home schooling. It has not been easy!

Lockdown has presented some real chal-
lenges, especially as we were supposed to 
be using this time to build relationships and to 
get to know everyone at Greyfriars and across 
our new parish. However, over the last few 
months David, the team and I have not been 
idle. We have been working hard, planning 
and working with the new parish, seeking 
God’s heart and vision.

As we have been going through our 
vision discernment process it has become 
very apparent that the Parish of Whitley of 
over 20,000 people is far broader and more 
diverse than we originally realised. It extends 
far beyond Whitley and across much of South 
Reading.

In November and December, we spent 
two months praying as a church community. 
seeking God’s heart and vision for South 
Reading, including meeting with local church 

pastors, community leaders, groups, and 
councillors. We are so excited because God 
has been slowly revealing to us his vision and 
all the amazing missional opportunities across 
South Reading, such as the Whitley Wood 
Community Centre and the new housing 
developments at Green Park, Kennet Island 
and Reading Gateway. 

Over the last few months, we have taken the 
parish through a guided vision discernment 
process with the support of an independent 
facilitator, using the prayer evening feedback 
to form the basis of a one-page parish identity, 
vision and values document. Once this has 
been signed off by the PCC, I will be sharing 
with you everything that God has placed on 
our hearts and his vision for South Reading. 
Our prayer is that some of you will consider 
joining us on the team or think about how you 
could serve in some way to enable us to fulfil 
the vision God has given us.

If you would like to know more, please 
do contact me at nick66hill@gmail.com

Whitley 
update
Nick Hill invites us to join the adventure

mailto:nick66hill@gmail.com
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Shifting culture 
on the airwaves
Harvey Jessop talks to 
Claire Bankole and Anika 
Parker about the newly 
launched RadioSYC

Shift Youth + Community (SYC) is a Whitley-
based charity seeking to shift culture so that 
Kingdom values set the agenda. In 2014 it was 
invited by local churches to develop commu-
nity mission, reaching out to young people 
and families. Claire says, “our heart is for 
those who are struggling, particularly young 
people, creating spaces so they can thrive.”

The idea for RadioSYC was birthed at South 
Reading Churches Fun Day. Claire realised in 
early summer 2020 that the local community 
needed to be brought together more than 
ever, so a plan was hatched for the annual 
Fun Day to take place in people’s front yards, 
with everyone connected by the radio. A local 
radio station partnered with SYC and the 
event was such a success that local police 
officers urged them to take the idea further.

Claire recognised that “if we had our own 
radio station, we would have control over 
the culture, content, programming and could 
partner for churches for mission in the area.” 
And so RadioSYC was launched in January. It 
is available online at https://radio.syc.life/ with 
hopes for a digital platform if the necessary 
funding is secured. The aim of the station is to 
build community, to keep people connected 
and to defy isolation. Programming varies 
from a “Golden Hour” of oldies to morning 
worship, an evening blessing and a daily live 
lunchtime show hosted by Claire and Anika, 
both fledgling presenters with a philosophy 
that “if we’re having fun, then other people 
will have fun – it’s just about sharing love, 
joy and hope with the community”. There are 
plans to expand live programming with new 
presenters.

SYC wants to use the community radio sta-
tion to help people in Whitley to thrive. Anika 
says, “Whitley has so much potential which 
people don’t see. My hope for Whitley is that it 
becomes all it’s meant to be.”

RadioSYC was one of 12 projects that 
received grants from the Greyfriars 
Redevelopment Tithe Fund in 2020.

https://radio.syc.life/
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Key Workers
As a country we have never been 
so grateful for the work of our Key 
Workers, from those keeping our 

hospitals and schools running, to those 
supplying us with the latest news. 

Each one of them is a largely unsung hero, living out the vision of 
what it means to love others through active service. While so many 

stories will remain untold, we wanted to hear from a few in our 
church family who have been helping us through this pandemic.
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JONNY 
FREEMAN

Jonny is a 
newsreader 
at Global 
Radio, 
keep-
ing us up to date on Heart, 
Capital, LBC and Classic FM

“I’d say the last year has been the most chal-
lenging of my career yet – and probably my 
life. 

Coronavirus has affected my job in the 
sense that it’s featured in every bulletin, every 
report I’ve created and every email or phone 
enquiry I’ve put in each and every day since 
February 2020. 

Normally with a lot of things you’re able 
to park it and leave it at work when you get 
home, but lockdown’s been the first time I and 
so many of my colleagues in news have been 
living and breathing a story 24/7 – as well as 
talking about it on the radio too.

I do, however, count myself lucky in many 
ways. As much as it can be mentally draining, 
I’ve been fortunate in that I’ve had to be in 
the office to work from a studio. That’s given 
me time to leave the house each day, to have 
some breathing and thinking space as I drive to 
and from the office, and also some time to pray.

Amongst the pain and suffering I’ve had to 
report on, it’s been amazing to speak about 
the positive things going on – and the mira-
cles of science and medicine we’re witnessing 
in things like the Covid vaccine roll out.”

HELEN 
SMITH

Helen is 
a Covid 
Response 
Practitioner 
with Public 
Health England and also works for 
the Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine delivering training inter-
ventions to midwives and doctors

“When I travelled to Rwanda in February 
2020, little did I know it would be the only 
time I would work in Africa for more than 
a year. Instead, I have been working from 
home on my laptop, converting face-to-face 
training programmes into online courses and 
delivering training remotely to health workers 
in many parts of the world. 

Since May I have worked one or two days 
a week in the Thames Valley Covid Response 
Team, gathering information and providing 
advice to many headteachers, care home 
managers, nurseries, special schools, facto-
ries and other organisations about how best 
to manage Covid outbreaks in their facilities. 

I am humbled by the many lovely people I 
speak to who are doing amazing work in such 
very difficult circumstances, and who are so 
appreciative of the opportunity to speak to 
someone who can support and advise them. 
Although I wish with all my heart that it had 
not been necessary, I have learned much 
about the practical health protection aspects 
of public health in a rapidly evolving situation.”
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HELEN BEGBIE

Helen works as a GP in Reading

 
“I have had several conversations with 
patients who are just feeling a bit anxious 
and lonely, and it has felt precious to be able 
to point them to sources of help or just be a 
listening ear.

I have felt stretched at times, trying to 
juggle a patient’s concerns about the riskiness 
of them being seen by a doctor or going to 
hospital with the risks of them not being seen 
and something important being missed, all 
over the phone or video.

At other times I have felt frustrated by 
some patients’ apparent lack of perspective, 
having very emotionally charged expectations 
of what the NHS should deliver in a context 
where it feels to me like much more serious 
challenges are faced by others. 

My heart feels far more burdened for our 
colleagues in the hospitals, dealing with 
higher levels of risk to themselves and being 
stretched in ways that I am not at present.”

FIONA ROWLANDSON

Fiona is a practice nurse at 
Brookside Group Practice

“One of my colleagues lost her husband to 
Covid in the first wave and that hit the practice 
hard. Brookside was founded on Christian 
principles and so we came together and met 
to pray at least twice a week, which continues 
now.

In the early days we spent time calling the 
vulnerable and seeing patients that needed 
to be seen, in cars, in gazebos and in the sur-
gery. But most of our consultations changed 
to the phone, learning new ways of consulting, 
using photos, video calls and now ‘e-consults’. 
All very different for people who have been 
trained to assess patients by sight and touch! 

Our patients have adapted to the change 
incredibly well, many of them reluctant to 
come to the surgery, but so grateful when 
they realise we don’t have a waiting room 
heaving with people.

We were excited to become a Covid vacci-
nation centre and have managed to vaccinate 
our most vulnerable. Training for that took 
everybody a fair amount of time, and organi-
sation. We have been able to recruit lots more 
staff and volunteers to help with it all.”
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ADAM DIMMICK

Adam is a secondary school 
teacher in Reading

“I and my colleagues have had to readjust to 
another period of remote teaching after an 
enjoyable return to the classroom in the first 
term of the year. For me, the vast majority of 
my lessons have been taught ‘live’, meaning 
that I sit in front of my computer, camera on, 
delivering lessons much as I would in the 
classroom. 

I’m fortunate to have a dedicated space in 
our house to allow me to do this (and to have 
a wife who somehow manages to prepare and 
deliver remote lessons to her own class and 
take care of a 15-month-old from morning until 
evening).

Preparing and delivering remote lessons 
has some challenges but the most significant 
change for me has been the lack of inter-
action with pupils in the classroom. This is 
undoubtedly the most energising part of the 
job and speaking for several hours a day to a 
screen can never quite compare. I am looking 
forward to beginning to reconnect with my 
students and colleagues soon.”

JOS HUDSON

Jos is a midwife at the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital in Reading

“Working as a midwife during a pandemic is 
not a career experience I ever expected to 
have. 

My role hasn’t changed much, as all mid-
wifery services have naturally had to continue, 
but the last 12 months have shown me how 
amazing our NHS really is. The teamwork, 
positivity and support has been outstanding 
and I feel incredibly proud of the team that I 
work in. 

There have, of course, been many chal-
lenges; it is particularly frustrating to care for 
families through the barrier of PPE, especially 
in emergency situations or during the heart-
breaking moments of midwifery care. 

I have been particularly blessed by a 
WhatsApp group for Christian colleagues 
which I felt prompted to set up a few months 
before lockdown – God’s timing was certainly 
in this! We have been able to encourage and 
pray for each other during this challenging 
time and I look forward to when we can meet 
together again!”
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Lament
A Time to Cry* 

Philip Giddings on the 
journey through pain 
to confident hope

What do we do when things go badly wrong 
for us? The questions abound, particularly 
“why has this happened to me or my loved 
ones?” How do we cope with deep pain 
and grief at a real disaster such as the loss 
of someone we love? That is when “lament” 
(from the Latin word for tears) comes in: 
“passionate expression of grief”. In the Bible 

* Lamentations 3:4
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a whole book, Lamentations is devoted to 
“wailings” as the Jewish people faced up to 
the destruction of their kingdom and their 
deportation to Babylon. So in Psalm 137:1 we 
read: “By the rivers of Babylon we sat down 
and wept”. They lamented both their own 
failures and disobedience and their grief and 
pain in exile in Babylon. They poured out their 
grief and their frustration to the Lord their 
God and sought His loving-mercy. Again and 
again, that is God’s message for His people: 
the resources they need in the depths of 
pain and suffering can only be found in His 
loving-mercy.

We too experience pain and grief, both 
from our sins and from our circumstances. 
Jesus, who was called “the man of sorrows 
acquainted with grief”, fully identifies Himself 
with our pain and grief and offers us the 
resources we need to deal with them. And for 

‘Again and again, that is God’s 
message for His people: the 

resources they need in the depths 
of pain and suffering can only 
be found in His loving-mercy’

our sins we have the promise of 1 John 1:8-9: 
if we confess our sins – lament them – God 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every 
kind of wrong. Claiming that promise brings 
cleansing and peace. Because the death of 
the Lord Jesus in our place on the cross has 
broken and continues to break the power 
and penalty of our sins, He turns our lament 
at our failures and shortcomings into His gift 
of peace. 

The people of Israel were in deep distress 
struggling in exile – a circumstance about 
which they could do nothing. In the midst 
of that deep pain and grief the prophet 
Habakkuk [3:17-19] wrote – for them and for 
us – “though the fig tree does not bud, and 
there are no grapes on the vines, though the 
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen and 
no cattle in the stalls, yet will I rejoice in the 
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Lord. I will be joyful in God my Saviour. The 
Sovereign Lord is my strength ... he enables 
me to go on the heights.” Habbakuk, like Job, 
had to wait. And we may have to wait as well. 
But notice that Habbakuk sent his words to 
the director of music, marked “On my stringed 
instruments”. So often it is music which 
defuses our frustration and anger, releases 
our tongues and enables us to express our 
deepest feelings.

All of us, whenever and wherever we live, 
have a deep need to process pain, grief and 
loss. The first necessity is not to pretend; 
not to hide our tears or try to suppress our 
feelings of frustration or anger. When Anne, 
my first wife, died in her thirties after a long 
battle with breast cancer, I was encouraged 
to “keep busy” so as to focus my thoughts 
outside myself. Yet one evening, after putting 
my three-year-old daughter to bed, I looked 
out of the window and thought “what now?” 
Let the tears flow – but do not let them over-
power you. The rituals of death, especially 
the funeral, enable us to express our grief; to 
weep as we mourn. As a widow in our (then) 
congregation, whose husband had drowned 

in front of her on holiday, said: “I do not 
understand you, Lord; but I trust you just the 
same”. At funerals and thanksgiving services, 
we do well not to pretend. Rather, through 
our tears and hearing and singing old hymns 
and new worship songs, we lament those lost 
opportunities which could have brought us 
such joy – the missed years of the death of a 
loved one, particularly a spouse or child or a 
miscarriage. 

But then, remembering Jeremiah’s “anti-
dote” to his deep distress (Lamentations 3:22-
3), we call to mind God’s love and compassion, 
new every morning. And then, by God’s grace 
and in the power of His Spirit, we rejoice that 
we have that sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection and eternal bliss. We do not, must 
not, stay at the funeral. Rather, having given 
full expression to our pain and grief, letting the 
tears flow, we move on – “leaving it all quietly 
to Him”. So as today we face up to how Covid 
might mutate and all the challenges of the 
vaccination process, job insecurity, lockdown, 
separation from our families and friends, let 
us pour out to the Lord our God our deepest 
pains, sorrows, griefs, sense of failure and 
impotence – and leave them with Him as we 
draw on His Spirit’s presence and power to 
take us forward in confident hope – Hold On; 
Pain Ends. George Matheson, in his hymn “O 
love that wilt not let me go”, to which I often 
turn, put it like this:

O joy, that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee: 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be.

‘One evening, after 
putting my three-
year-old daughter to 
bed, I thought “what 
now?” Let the tears 
flow – but do not let 
them overpower you’



Thank you Janet and Anna
 Many of you will know that Janet Shury 

and Anna Hobby have left the staff 
team after many faithful years of service 

working in the Greyfriars Centre.

Janet has faithfully and prayerfully overseen 
the running of Greyfriars Church for many 
years, working with lots of you on booking 
rooms, organising events, assisting with giving 
and turning her hand to helping in almost 
every possible way. Although Janet has 
reached retirement age, we are sure that she 
won’t be retiring from ministry and we look 
forward to seeing Janet in the new Atrium in 
our redeveloped site in due course, to help 
pray for and pastor those in church.

Anna has been a friendly and welcoming face 
in the bookshop for many years, overseeing a 
loyal team of volunteers and helping minister 
to those who pass through the Centre. The 
fact that the bookshop has been closed for 
nearly a year, due to Covid, meant that the 
role of Bookshop Manager was made redun-
dant until such time as we can open in the 
new redeveloped Atrium.

We want to thank both Janet and Anna for their steadfast service 
on the Greyfriars staff team and we look forward to seeing them 
as soon as we can gather back in the building. Please join us in 
praying for them both at this time of transition in their lives.
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Supporting 
refugees and 
asylum seekers 
in Reading
Ben Amey suggests ways we can help

Since 2016, members and staff of Greyfriars 
and New Hope have felt called to support ref-
ugees who have fled conflict in Syria and the 
MENA region. As Community Sponsors, we 
support a family from Syria who we welcomed 
in 2019. 

Greyfriars has recently partnered with local 
charities to support asylum seekers and refu-
gees temporarily housed in Reading. Around 
70 asylum seekers and refugees are being 
housed in local hotel accommodation until the 
Home Office has processed their applications 

to remain in the UK. They are currently hunger 
striking in protest at their food, which is of 
poor nutritional value. 

We have partnered with Reading Red 
Kitchen, Reading Refugee Support Group 
and Care4Calais, who have experience of 
supporting asylum seekers and refugees 
in Reading and in Europe. So far we have 
collected 60 donations of clothing and shoes 
and thank God for a fantastic response from 
the congregation. We’re grateful to everyone 
who donated. 
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The charities are still seeking: 
• Boots or trainers (sizes 7-12/41-46).
• Backpacks
• Luggage/suitcases
• Medium joggers
• T-shirts (small and medium)
• Men’s sports clothes
• Underwear (new only) 
• Socks (new only)
• Mobile phones
• Laptops/tablets
• Toiletries (anything but shower gel)

Used items are welcome. However, please 
could you ensure donations are clean, with no 
rips or holes.

The charities are also seeking DBS-
checked volunteers who could run a day 
centre for refugee and asylum seeking mums 
and their children. A meeting space has been 
identified to use on Saturday and Wednesday 
afternoons. 

The asylum seekers are likely to be in 
Reading for some months whilst the Home 
Office determines their applications for the 
permanent right to remain in the UK. Once 
Covid-19 restrictions have been eased, we 
hope to make them feel welcomed by organ-
ising a football match (or tournament). If you 
would like to play, or could lend kits, then 
please get in touch. 

Nationally we are partnered with Welcome 
Churches. Online access has become essen-
tial as we navigate everyday life through 
the Covid pandemic. Welcome Churches 
is launching a Refugees Online Project to 
help refugees and asylum seekers to access 
resources. There is a need for data, equip-
ment and a nationwide network of digital 

champions who speak the relevant languages 
to provide assistance in dealing with unfa-
miliar IT systems. The online giving charity 
Acts 435 (acts435.org.uk) aims to provide 
help in small but significant ways to those 
people known to local churches to be in need. 
Specific requests for monetary donations for 
equipment and data will be posted on Acts 
345 by the Welcome Church Network. Please 
do let us know if you know of anyone who 
could volunteer as a digital champion.

POINTS FOR PRAYER

• Improved food and conditions for the 
asylum seekers who are currently hunger 
striking in protest at their conditions;

• For God to show us ways of assisting and 
welcoming asylum seekers to our town; 

• That asylum seekers would find warmth 
and welcome in Reading and the UK and 
that it would be a haven of safety as they 
try to rebuild their lives; 

• Protection from Covid-19 and opportunities 
to integrate with British people after lock-
down has been eased or lifted; 

• Volunteers for the Reading Red Kitchen/
Care4Calais day centre; and

• Protection from Covid-19 for those vol-
unteering with Reading Red Kitchen and 
Care4Calais.

If you would be interested in donating, 
volunteering at the day centre, playing 
football with asylum seekers or would 
like to help in some other way, please 
contact Ben Amey. A big thank you 
to everyone who has helped so far!

http://acts435.org.uk/
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is the close connections which have been 
forged with organisations such as the police 
and the council that has led to the expansion. 
It is something that Sally and the team work 
hard on, making sure that all they do is as 
part of the wider work happening in our town, 
complementing and assisting other service 
providers. She says she has been recently 
reminded that Reading Street Pastors was 
originally set up to help combat knife and gun 
crime in Reading. It seems, she says, that “it 
has come full circle”.

“The volunteers have been amazing,” Sally 
adds, pointing to their willingness to go out at 
very short notice. She has been proud of the 
dedication from all, in particular those in their 
70s and 80s who have served every week 
through the pandemic.

As we look ahead to a gradual easing of 
restrictions and the inevitable opening up of 
Reading’s pubs and bars, Sally says that the 
new work will continue as they return to the 
town centre. Inevitably there will be more 
shifts and more people needed, but this has 
never been a problem. She has never had to 
appeal for volunteers, they just arrive.

Street Pastors
While known for their work 
with revellers in Reading’s 
town centre bars and clubs, 
Street Pastors have found 
new ways to bless the 
town over this past year. 

After helping communities across Reading 
following a series of tragic murders, beginning 
with the stabbing in Forbury Gardens, a new 
set of ministry areas began to emerge. Young 
people who Street Pastors were meeting 
as they assisted police in the days following 
the incidents in Emmer Green and Tilehurst 
came from all over the town. Many had been 
affected by what had happened, and many 
had their own stories and challenges.

This has led Street Pastors to grow the loca-
tions for the daytime patrols which had begun 
during early lockdown in the town centre. 
They are now out walking in areas from 
Whitley and Southcote to Emmer Green and 
Reading town centre, where they have been 
able to provide everything from a listening ear 
to hot meals and practical support.

Sally Leonard, who has run Reading’s 
Street Pastors for the past 11 years, says it 
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Being part of a church family can mean many 
different things. For Anne and Giovanni 
they’ve experienced so much of this variety 
in the 15 years since they moved to Reading.

Finding Greyfriars as a family with young 
children gave them the opportunity to focus 
on discipling Tommaso and Chiara, seeing 
them getting stuck into the children’s and 
youth groups. Both are now grown up and 
should be living away from home, but lock-
down has meant that Tommaso is studying 
at university from his Caversham bedroom. 
Chiara meanwhile has been one of the many 
who have had to reorganise a wedding in the 
pandemic. She and Guy were finally able to 
be married during lockdown.

Anne says, “I quite like planning ahead 
and even two weeks before we didn’t know 
whether the wedding was going to take place 
or where we were going to have the reception 
– in the end it all fell into place with 14 people 
in total”. Like so many others, they have only 
seen the new couple once since then due to 
the restrictions.

Anne works at the Royal Berkshire Hospital 
and Giovanni works for PHE, usually in Harwell 
near Oxford, but these days he is at home. As 
the children have grown, Anne has enjoyed 
singing some wonderful old church music in 
Chorum at the 11:30 service and loves being 
part of the annual Christmas choir.

Besides the practical activities of being 
involved with church, it is the friendships and 
support that have been so significant for the 
family, both the encouragement for the chil-
dren that led them to baptism and the support 
they as a couple have received over the years. 
Anne and Giovanni describe home groups as 
hugely important. Anne particularly highlights 
the support of her Greyfriars friends, who 
grounded her in their Christian hope and were 
able to hold her up in significant ways through 
an extended time of sick leave.

Both have been very busy through lock-
down. In particular Anne’s work as a doctor 
has left little time for much else. They now 
look forward to finding a new rhythm as the 
children leave home and they begin a new 
phase of life in Reading and at Greyfriars.

Anne and 
Giovanni 
Leonardi

FAMILY SNAPSHOT

In each edition of One Family 
we get to know some of our 
church family a little better...
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Family 
Around 
the World

The world’s shortest war took place in 
Tanzania. It lasted just 44 minutes, with the 
Sultan of Zanzibar surrendering to British 
forces outside his sun-baked palace on an 
August morning in 1896, less than an hour 
after the first shot was fired.

Though the conflict was brief, the impact 
was large, and Zanzibar remained under 
British “protection” for the next half century. 
Reflecting on history, such is the nature 
of many fleeting moments, which often 
develop significance far beyond the events 
themselves.

So the experience was of Olivia La 
Croissette, who, aged 19, spent three months’ 
mission around  Mwanza, on the Tanzanian 
mainland, in the monsoon season of 2019.

Olivia’s days were spent supporting various 
local charities. She was with each for less 
than a week before moving on and her work 
ranged from teaching English in busy schools 
to supporting orphanages, planting trees in 

This edition we hear from two 
members of our community 
who have recently served God 
overseas on short-term mission 
placements. First Jonny Alden 
talks to Olivia La Croissette

humid fields, and even engaging (unsuccess-
fully!) in maths tuition.

Towards the end of her stay, Olivia spent 
three days working in a safe house run by a 
charity called “Hope for Girls”, supporting 
victims of abuse and female genital muti-
lation (FGM). Though outlawed since 1998, 
FGM remains tragically prevalent in parts of 
Tanzania, with a 2019 United Nations report 
estimating that 10% of Tanzanian girls are 
abused by the practice, often before their first 
birthday.

Reflecting on her trip, for which she received 
a grant from the Greyfriars Missionary Trust, 
Olivia says that one of the beauties of mission 
is that those who serve frequently receive 
as much as they give. This was the case for 
her in Tanzania, as God used her experience 
(particularly a sense of helplessness at not 
being able to do more for those around her) to 
call her into medical training, which she hopes 
to use to support vulnerable girls in the future.
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Abby Tutt-Leppard on her short-
term mission trip to Bangladesh

In 2017 I followed God’s call and took part 
in a 12-week placement in rural Bangladesh 
with Tearfund. My team was made up of six 
UK and six Bangladeshi volunteers. Together 
we responded to the needs of the community 
by creating and delivering an eight-week 
leadership/social business course for youth 
and young adults.

I was adopted into a local family and lived in 
their house with my Bangladeshi counterpart. 
They gave me a Bengali name, clothed me, 
fed me, laughed with me (laughter really is a 
universal language) and cried with me when 
I left. They taught me what love in action truly 
looks like, what it really means to “show hospi-
tality to strangers” (Hebrews 13:2).

My baba (father) took my suitcase and 
placed it on his bicycle. I asked him if he was 

sure he was able to take it; he replied, “I am 
your father, this is what fathers do”. It was a 
brilliant illustration of the immense love God 
has for us. No matter who we are or what we 
have done, God lets us walk into his arms, he 
accepts us for who we are and rejoices in us.

I do not think I understood sustainable 
development before my placement. 
Bangladesh made me question how the 
Western world can best help developing 
countries. I’ve learnt that sustainable develop-
ment takes time and is created by small steps 
fostered around relationship. Our resources 
are best used to equip communities to 
become self-reliant rather than dependent on 
foreign aid.

The aim of our project was to equip 
students (especially young women) with lead-
ership and business skills so that they could 
set up their own businesses and improve their 
livelihoods. The alumni of these courses then 
teach these lessons to other young people 
using the resources provided. The hope is 
that eventually Tearfund will be able to work 
exclusively with local people rather than mis-
sion partners from the UK.
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Hearing 
from God
David Aubrey-Jones 
on being attentive to 
the still, small voice

IMPRESSIONS AND 
KNOWING THINGS
I might suddenly get an impression or seem 
to know things. Recently I was in a Zoom 
meeting with half a dozen other Christians 
and I felt that the person we were praying for 
was a teacher. My immediate thought was that 
this was crazy! They certainly didn’t look like 
a teacher. But the impression kept on coming 
and eventually I plucked up the courage to 
ask, and I was right. On another occasion I 
was outside Greyfriars and we were offering 
prayer to passers-by. My eyes were drawn 
to a couple of guys and I felt that one of 
them was sad about a sick friend. I mustered 
the courage to approach them and got the 
impression that this friend was a relative in 
hospital and he was planning to visit them. 
Fearfully I shared this and found they were 
planning a visit that afternoon. They were then 
very grateful to receive prayer!

VISIONS
Do you sometimes get pictures in your mind? 
These are normally our thoughts, but I have 

I used to think that God spoke rarely, typically 
through the Bible. But then I discovered other-
wise. The Holy Spirit wants to speak to us but 
often we don’t know how to hear Him. Slowly I 
have been learning to listen and to recognise 
His voice.

You might think that the Holy Spirit speaks 
audibly. This is actually quite rare, though 
I have experienced it on one occasion. 
Remember He dwells inside us and He far 
more commonly “speaks” to us in other ways. 
One of the keys is learning to recognise 
the voice of the Spirit. And this is where we 
need to learn how to discern the difference 
between the Holy Spirit, thoughts/desires 
in our own minds and other spirits. The Holy 
Spirit is comforting, encouraging, loving, 
brings peace, never condemns and never 
disagrees with the Bible. 

These are some of the ways that I have 
found the Holy Spirit speaks to me:
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found that they can also be from the Holy 
Spirit. I remember I was praying for some-
one at a large festival and I had a picture of 
them dancing. When I told them, I found this 
meant a huge amount as they wanted to be a 
dancer! Once before a service I saw a picture 
of walking on very high buildings and feeling 
very frightened. The idea didn’t go away, so I 
asked the Holy Spirit to show me who it was 
for. I was drawn to someone a couple of rows 
away who I didn’t know. I was amazed when 
at the end of the service the guy came straight 
towards me and asked for prayer. I discovered 
the picture meant a lot, as he was very fright-
ened of falling from God’s grace.

PHYSICAL FEELINGS
Sometimes the Holy Spirit seems to indicate 
that He wants to heal someone by giving me 
a physical feeling such as a pain. I believe this 
is what the New Testament calls a “Word of 
Knowledge”. Normally it doesn’t last long and 
is something one might easily miss. But it’s 
happened so often now that I have learnt to 
pay attention. 

I can remember being at a large Christian 
event and feeling a pain in one of my shoul-
ders. From experience I knew it was probably 
for someone close to me. I asked those 
around me if it was them and it turned out 
to be the person sitting directly behind me. 
Another time a few of us were praying before 
giving out food to the homeless. I suddenly 
felt a pain in one of my hands and asked 
those praying with me who had a problem 
with their hand. Sure enough, one of them 
had. They gratefully received prayer and their 
hand was healed.

If you would like to learn to hear 
God better, I would recommend 
reading a book or going to a 
training course on the subject. Two 
such courses are currently running 
with about 30 members from 
Greyfriars attending. Please get in 
touch if you would be interested 
in such a course in the future.
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You may have seen Abby 
Tutt-Leppard on Zoom or 
church online and wondered 
who she is or what she 
does. Abby fills us in.

Intern 
update

be eternally grateful for the way they have 
welcomed me into their home. And to those 
people who have supported me financially at 
great sacrifice to themselves, thank you so 
much.

My greatest surprise is how much I love the-
ology. John Freeman has been a wonderful 
guide and I’m keen to explore so much more. 
So, if anyone would like to talk to me about 
theology, please get in touch!

If you would like to partner with me this 
year, thank you so much. I have a Stewardship 
account* should you feel led to give: 

give.net/20343664
 

*I am a registered recipient with Stewardship, 
which has set up a support fund for my ministry. 
Where applicable, the value of your gifts may be 
increased by use of Gift Aid (worth 25% if you are 
a UK taxpayer).

Having graduated in 2020, I was thrilled when 
David Walker offered me the chance to serve 
as an intern at Greyfriars. When I started, I 
hoped to study theology, work with the stu-
dents, perform admin tasks and get involved 
with international mission.

As it has turned out, I have been able to 
do all these things plus many unexpected 
bonuses. My favourite time, obviously, was 
when David asked me to become Head of 
Christmas Fun (you may have seen the antlers 
and bells when I co-led an online service – 
sorry about that!)

One thing I really enjoyed was handling 
the social media series “28 Days in Acts” 
and “Luke through Advent”. This was a huge 
collaborative effort and it was superb to see 
everyone throw themselves into the project 
and to be part of fostering a culture of daily 
Bible reading.

I’m learning so much. Not just about the 
church, but about trusting in God’s provision 
and the generosity of this congregation. The 
Haleys have been amazing hosts and I will 

https://www.give.net/20343664
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